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Mickey Mouse Comics, 1936/7 /8/9, £1. 50 each . Film 
Fun and Kinema Comics. pre 1943, £1. 50 each. Now 
80,000 comics and Boys' papers avai lable. Many in fine 
bound volumes . Get pleasure and investment [or your 
purchases~ 

GHA's , over 200 ln stoc k. I carry a stock of over 4 ,000 
Annua ls of all Ir.Inds. 

Facsimiles. Howard Bair.er Facsimiles and the £10 
"specia ls" available from stock. 

Lots of "below standard" copies at redu ced price s, please 
sta te spec ui c requireme nts and will send what ls ava ilable, 
payment on receipt . 

Visitors always welcome, but notify me [lrst please: 
Weeke nds . wee Ir.days or evenings. 

NoRMAN SuAw 
84 BELVEDERE ROAD 

UPPER NORWOOD 

LONDON, SE19 2HZ 

Tel . 01-771-9857 

Neare st Station - B. R. Crysta l Palace 
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A WORD i'RON THE 
~ EelPPEIL 

T HE ALHAMBRA 

Since the war we have beco me so acc ustomed to seeing love ly 
old build ings being pulle d down and monstro si t ies being erec ted in the ir 
plac e thJt we te nd to reg ard it as a dise ase of the second -half of the 
ce ntury. A post-war viru s carefully cult ivated in order that cert ain 
people cou ld build up st unning bank ba lances. 

All the s ame, one did see, ve r y occas io nall y before the war, 
in stan ces of de struction of s imilar type. Danny in his Diary r ec orded 
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in May 1926 that a Roya l Var iety Perf or mance was held at the London 
Alhambra. And some t ime duri ng the late th ir t ies, the Alha mb ra was 
pull ed down, and the Lei ces ter Square Cx!eon was bu ilt on its si te , 

The Alhambra was a beautiful theatre, reminis cent of an opera 
house in Madrid , with the auditorium comprising many tiers and with an 
unusua ll y large number of boxes . lt seate d just under two thousand 
peo ple, and it was a luxury theatre in every sense of the wor d . A 
theatre which was an asset to any capital c ity . Yet they yanked it down. 

In the years tha t I knew it, t he Alhambra was a varie ty theatre , 
with twice ·nig htly pe r formances, like the Coliseum acr<'SS the road and 
just ro und the corner of Trafalgar Square , Both the Alhambra and the 
Coliseum were under the direct ion of Sir Oswald Stoll . The var iety 
bills were ge nerous and lavis h, with rather longer programmes than 
those offered in suburban variety houses. The best stalls at the 
Alhambra were 5/ • (as agai nst 3/- at che Holborn Empire which a lso 
offered superb var iety shows but was away from the Wes t End) , Stage 
bands we re a freque nt attraction at the Alhambra, with .>tunning scemc 
effects. Jack Hylton and Jac k Payne were ireque nt vi sitors with their 
great bands and even now I can re call lht> scenic e ffects when Hylton 
played "Californ,a, Here I Come" with his band straddling a giant engine. 
which was das lung along a t speed, and " Summer Ram " with th• band in a 
glorious garden among masses of [lowers with the ram, appa rent ly , 
hurt h ng down. 

It was at the Alhambra that I met the American singer, Sophie 
T ucker, in her dressi ng-room, and she gave me an autographed copy of 
her autobiography (still a prized item am ong my old treasures ). Sophie , 
of course , was very popular in England . ln the early days of the 
Tro cader o s he appeared there on stage , and , ma speech at the close <'I 
he r act. s he re ferred to ''thi s beautiful , beauufu l theatre"4 It was , too , 
but not so bea uu ful as the wonderfu l Alha mbra. But the beauty of the 
Alhambra did not save it fro m the destroyers . When d1d beauty eve r 
save anything? 

The Alhambr a had its main entrance on the Charing Cross Road . 
The Oieon , which replace d it. has its main entrance on Leices ter Square. 

Varie ty at it s bes t , famous for many yea r s at the Alhambra , d id 
not stay quite till the end. I fancy that 1ts la s t produ ctio n was the 
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OJ)f..retta "Lilac Time". 

SO LONG AT THE FAIR 

I iee l it appropriate rouse t hat ntie to this paragra ph for the 
simple reason that l fmd myself rather m the posiuon of the young lady 
m the f.dm of that title. l have , m fac t , lost tra ck of t hree ite m s whJ.ch 
l know l ought to have somewhere . lam wonderrng wheLher so me 
re ade rs may be able to become Sexton Blakes pro tern and aid me rn fmd 
my iosr trea suies . 

F,rst the re 1s a s hor • story enw led " The Mag1c Bat" . The 
Jeactrng cha !:act e r in I he tale wa s a jo01 (\r sc hoolboy named C!O<: ker, 
1u c knam-=d 'Cr ockery '· b) h;s trJ c:-nd~ at sc hor,i. The chemf 01 : he tale 
~ ,,n ;.•:1. nb a •" t .:.-· k.er -ba: wh1..:h si:-ems to havf' magJ.c qual1t •.e~. I_ had rha1 

s , ,...r, fn,.. m an} yt3.rs , and I a.lwa)''- u~:ed to read 1t co mv ),·oung 
..:r ,.ckPter,;i at the outset of QUI sc hoo l Cri cket Week 1n ta•.e Junt, Fnr a 
}r,'l.g t ... me I ha vf bet n unable tn fmd the bo0k whid1 <.0ntam ,s rh~ tal e 4 
I 't- lr ,~r eam Lha l .1.t;. wa:--.in an anth 0 10SZ", nf !')hon '>'-hool ._ton e; by 
:"albot Ba .. nP.· Ree d . Rut I havf' ... ~ar~htd ,hn •ugh all m v vo h.1..mt:~ of 
Rc..ed ~hort c.cc,tl~:;:,, and ' 'Tt 1f' MagJ.1-' Rat" J.8' nnt rher~ . 

It you havf' an y volume of Reeo ~nor t sr,,ne s, 1 wonder whet her 
y()u wouh'! loPk. t hrough JJ and .set' whethe.r ! t happen~ to conta in "The 
Mag1, Bae' o Or ler mr knf'w J.f you have c ,~me a c rO!:f: tha t. st<'r \I m a 

vni ume hy an y n1.ti~r au thor ~ 
My -:;e, ond lost. JtE'm~ Y()u know th<. ca :e~ A mother and datJgh1-:e,. 

ar ri ved at a Pal! "' hO't.:-1 m the y,~a i:-1900 , The daughrf-r sen;e d hc-:r 
m<'·t·t,· ·1 ~omf,"nably ~n R0r,m ~o . 6 !n r.he hote l , and then we n1 •~rf to cht-
Ta .. r . Wt-12n ~he rttur nE-·d ro 1hf.-hflttJ Jat t"t .m t he at tt.rn oon . •he moth.er 
had van .... h""d a,1d th e hf>rr, J ro om had van13hed. The hC'tfi manager 
rled a,€d 1h.g,r l1t:-had never .si.-f>'1 f' .1.th er lady bf'fQre . The mr:-rher was 

hCvcr ~t fn agam . 
Thar -"tl0 cc ston wa .; made i nto a fil m . not a patc h on the s hort 

.. ,nr,, r.P!l.mg 01 a girl and hPT br othe r, and the brot hP-r d 1.sappea red, 
. ~ough he rurn ~d •1p agarn a , •.he end ot the film . The illm wa < ~nut ted 
··s o Long a t th e Fa re'' . ~, Lhat wa e not, perhaps , the tit le- of the stor y. 
T "~a nnot r.r a ce the v0lum e wh~c h c ontained the story and I canno t r e:membi:!r 
the •1tle, or thP aut hor of the ta le . which is cl aimed to be a crue s tor y. 
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Can anybody help me? 
Finally , I have for years soug ht a piece of sever a l verses, of 

which the first line is "To m Merr y, oh, Tom Merry, how I love your 
cheerful face , " It appear ed some time in t he Gem, pr obably in a 
featu re entitled "Our Reader ' s Page" or, maybe , in the Editor 's Chat . 
As I have eve ry copy of the Gem , I obviously have the verses somewher e , 
but , sear ch how I may, I can not find them , I fancy the peri od would 
have been prior to 1918 , but I am uncertain. H ever you come across 
them , when Gem -browsing , will you le t me know 0 Please, When the 
verse s eventually turn up , we must iind a s pot for them ma C. D. 
Annual, afte r which they will never be lost aga in . 

THE EDITOR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . ... 
DANNY1S DIAR.Y 

MAY 1926 

My worst fears have come true . Rookwood has finishe d in the 
Boys• Friend . I had the fir st of the new issues, and it see ms a 
diffe ren t paper alt ogethe r except that the colour of the paper is the sam e 
and it s the sa me s ize . Now the 4-column lay -out has been changed to 
3-columns and that add s to the blea knes s, There is a sc hool sto ry 
ca lled "R ippingham" (author not name d); a short story of Harold Hood , 
Detective, author not named; "Dred, the Outlaw" , a western ser ial by 
Russell Mallinson who is unknown to me ; a short story of "W11l 
Pleasa nt", anonymous ; "Roly and Squibs" , a se r ia l by James Gordon ; 
and " Roving-A ·Roving", a seri al by Francis Warwi ck. 1 sha n' t was te 
my mo ney on thi s pa per any more , 

There has been a General Strike last mg nine days . This is the 
only general stoppage of wor k in the history of Gre at Britain . The 
miner s went on stri ke. and the other unions supported them ~ But J.t was 
rea ll y a ll qui te good-tempe red, and ra ther fun, In a way , In mos t 
places. skeleton servic es of tra ins, trams, and buses ran , being 
oper ated by volunteers or by those who did not appro ve of striki ng, but 
it wa s only in a few cases that protection was needed . In Gravesen d the 
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trams were off the roads because the tram~worke rs belonged to unions, 
but all the Maidstone & Dist rict buses, which are in compet it ion to the 
tram s, kept running because their workers don•t belong to unions , 
Unfair to the tram s~ 

Printers were on strike, and J wonder whether it is going to mean 
we shall lose a week of any of my paper s . 

Twice this month the North Pole was c ros sed by aircraft , The 
first flight was made on 9th May by two Americans, Byrd and Bennett, 
and 3 days Later Amundsen cros sed the Pole in an airship ~ 

It has been a wonderfully good month rn the Gem , with one of the 
best senes for a long time . There are four stori es in the series, and 
they are "Co usi n Ethel' s Chum", " Barred", "Figgins 's Sacrifice", and 
"T he Shadow of Shame", Gussy has lost a ten -pound note, and, at firs t , 
Cardew is suspected of stealing it , But then Figgi ns goe s s hopping with 
Cousm Ethel who is staying at St, Jim's for a short holiday, and he is 
stagge red when she pays for the goods with the sto len tenner wtuch 
Figg.ins reco gnises from the number on the note . For a whil~ . Figgins 
allow s h.cms c lf to be sus pected of the theft, for nobody knows that Ethel 
had changed the note for Tnmble, But at Jase Ca rdew ta kes a hand. 
and t he cloud , ro,J1 by. A tip -top sc hool st o ry , and a cleve r plot . 

There has been no Gem m the last wee k of May - m fact, none 
of the weekly pap;,r s have appeared this wee k - owing to the str ike of 
earher in the month. 

T he Nelson Lee Library, wluch has started again at No. 1 , is 
enla rged and much im proved with larger prmt and larger-sized sheets . 
In addit ion to the St . Frank's stones , there are also short detective 
tal es ahout Nelson Lee and Nipper , and so far they are quite good , 

Fenton, the captain of St, Fr ank 's, has sta rted the idea of a 
sports carniv a l and. in add it ion, Nipper, who is often calle d Dick 
Hamil ton, has the idea of five junior Test Matche s betwee n Young Britain 
and Young Austr ali a , Nipper ' s plan is to gather all the Australians 
from thirty miles round St. Fran k's, and make them into a cric ket ream . 
It 1s no wonder tha t they are "Sports Mad at St, F rank ' s", whic h is the 
titl e of the ope ning tale of the new ser ies, The other titles th.ts month 
are " Handfort h's Bad Day", "Tb e Folly of St, Fr ank's" in whic h Mr , 
Crowe ll 1s deter mined to check the s ports ma nia, and "The Slaves of 
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St. Frank's ". It ' s a very live ly series with a lot of sport , especially 
cricket. 

A Royal Variety Per formance was held at the London Alhamb ra 
on 27th May. The artist s appearing were: T he 12 John Till er Girl s ; 
Dick Henderso n; Robb Wilton; Lilian Burgiss; Jack Hylton and His Band; 
Con Kenna and Partner; Carr & Parr; Bransby Williams; Tbe Houston 
Sisters; Billy !Jennett; Rich Hayes. The musical director was George 
Saker , It must have been a wonderfu l show. I wish I had been there . 
The King a nd Quee n enjoyed it all imme nse ly . and so did the arus ts . 

There has been a marve llous detect ive novel in the Sexton Blake 
Library enutled "The Ethiopian' s Secre t" . The Ethiopian i s Mlle , Juli e· s 
bla ck serv ant Porn-Porn, who is dumb . The story goes back in tim e and 
tells in one chapt er how he came to be dumb . 

Two good tales. al so, in the SchoolbOys' Own Library, T hey 
are "T he River House Rivals" by E. S. Brooks , and "The Boy Who Was 
Soft", the latte r telling how Putty Grace came on the sce ne at Rookwood, 

At the picrures we have see n Alice Joyce in "The Little French 
Gir l"; Lill ian and Dorothy Gish in "Heart s of the World "; Lesli e Fenton 
in "Havoc"; Gloria Swanson in "Madame Sans Gene"; and Jack Holt in 

"The Thundering Herd" . 
Not a good month in the Magnet , though the opening story was 

plea sant , Thi s was "Ha rry Wharton's Feud", a sequel to the srory of 
the pr evious week in which Whanon, unjus tly acc used of ragging the 
Frenc h maste r , dec ide d to t hrow in his lot with the rag gers. However , 
he di scov ered, a cci dentally, that Moss oo is in money difficulues, and, 
with the aid of Mauly, sent an anonymous donation to help the maste r m 
his trouble , 

" The New Boys' Secret " was a silly affa ir in whICh a new boy, 
named W. Punter, was thin and tall, and came to Greyf-riars to sear ch 
for a hidden trea sure. Next came two r.ale s "The Mystery of Popper's 
Isla nd" and " For Another 's Sake", in which a man robs Walker 's aunt of 
all her money, and then hide s on the is land with the loot . Bunter opens 
a letter which Walker received from the man, and Harry Whar ton & Co. 
he lp Wharton to cap ture the villain . :'olot too bad in its way, but nothing 
much. 

I am buying the Popular every week , and it is all old ta les, and 
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none the worse for tha t. They are now r unning, fro m the Gem and 
Magnet respectively, the s tories whe re Bunter goes to St . Jim' s as 
Wall y, and Wally goes to Gre ytriars as Billy. 

(EDI TOR IAL COMMENT : Th is m,y well have be en the only occasion when the re was no 

GreyfriarS story in th e monthly issues of th e S, 0, L, No, 27 was "The River House Riv:.a.lJ", 

described .i.s "a stirring story of Ha l Brewster t Co, of Riv er Howe School", by E, s. Brooks , 

I ca n' t fin d it deccr ibed a nywhere :lb" .a "new" story, but it is usually acc epted as being one of 

the yan\S specially written for the S. 0, L, Our Lee upen s c.:i.n cool irr.1 or deny this. 

No. 28 "The Bov Who Was Soft " com prised Sul~ from the early 1919 Bat's' Friend . rela ti ng 
t he arrival of Putt y Cu.ce :.u Rookwood, I find q uit e fasci nating Danny's li st of the 

pe rfonne rs at the 1926 Royal Va rie ty Perform2nce , I ha ve no memory :i:l all of some of them , 

but Bt.ansby Willi .1ms w.is in th e sunSet of hi1 illustri ous c .areer as :i: ch;u;a.cter actor ;md 
monologu.ist, while the How t on Sisters we re on the th resho ld of fame. Dick Hende non w;u a 

fat litt le man who sang and danced wit h .am:ning lightness; a few y e2rs bter he dfd "Tip - to e 

Through the Tuli pi 11
, Billy Bennett w21 "a lmost a gentlem a n" and Robb Wilton was famous 

in comedy sketches ioclud ing '1The Firemanr•. I seem to reca ll Con Kenna having an 

:1crob:uic act w ith a stage .aeropl.ane, but others m.ay have better m emories th.in mine. J 
have no recollection at all o( Rich Hayes, LiJlian Burgin, or C arr & PatT.) 
• ... • • • .. * ... • • • .... 

f>LAK IANA 
cond ucte d by JOOIE PACKMAN 

1 have prevailed upon two of my cont ribu tor s to tell us how they 
first found and read of our favounle detective Sexlon ma ke , l do hope 
you wi II find their delightful r emin iscences pleasing , John has 
com plete d h.is arti c le with memor ies of his ea rly vis its to the cinem a 
and this pa rt has bee n publi shed se parate ly, 

MY MEMORIES OF THE CINEMA by John Bridgwater 

Across the roa d irom our s hop (ment ioned in the Blakiana 
sectio n) was t he loea l "Flea Pit", At that c inema l saw that gr and first 
vers ion of "FTank enste in" with Colin Clive and my top favourite Boris 
Karloff, a lso my No, 2 from my "ops parade" Bela Lugosi in "Dracu la", 
Another well loved acto r Gene Gerrard in an unremembered by most 
film ca lled "Out of the Blue" with the young Jessie Matthews, Poss ibly 
her fir st film . Another early film l saw the re was "Bill the Conqueror" 
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with Henry Kendall, Sam Livesey (father of Roger who rece ntl y died) and 
Heat her Angel. She it was who played with Sybil Thor ndyke in Hindle 
Wakes, another well rem em bered film 1 saw sm ing on one of those 
uncomfortab le 6p sea ts m one of the ten front rows. One memory 
triggers another , The la st sile nt film 1 saw jus t flashed mto my mmd . 
George K. Arthu r and Karl Dane , title forgo tte n, (Accord ing to my 
film records this was a fil m ca lled "Ch ina Bound" an M. G. M. silent 
which was iss ued at the same time as Garbo's last s ilent film "The 
Kiss", with Lew Ayres - J. P. ) 

What a lot of thoroughly enjoyable film s we had in those days . 
As a teenager 1 we ll remember how smJ.tten I was wuh Ann Dvorak when 
1 saw her with Jame& Cagney in "The Crowd Roar s" , Fay Wray was 
another gre a t favour i,e, espec iall y in King Kong. 1 have been a life lc>ng 
add ict of Horror /Fantas ric / Detecuve films ever si nce 1 saw that fir s t 
version of Edgar WaUace 's "T he Te r ror" an ea rly talkie . with the organ 
eerily pla yed in the vault, which gave me sc hoolboy nightmares , Must 
have been 1929 If my cakulat iona are correct , The bes t night ' s TV 
co mpan ·s very unfavour ably with rhe weekly visit w the c ineam. Nnt 
that I be litt le the TV but i t is a sober mg thought thac progress means th<· 
killing off of so mu ch that was good because the new ,s not bet ter , only 
different . 

However , do not let us be sad, we can at least watch Ironside 
and r ead of Sexton Blake , 

HOW I FOUND SEXTO N BLAKE by John A. C. Bridgwater 

What a Golden Age was tha t bet.ween the war s for books and a 
pro fusion of excellent story papers at 2d, each, Bound books coul d be 
bought for a shi lling or so, magazm es from 7d, and Annuals :·, : Well 
Just think what 5/- bought m those day s, I think , re latively spealung , 
that l did as well on my weekly pocket money (all copper s) as I d'> today , 
1 st ill rem ember those glonous Sunday aft e rnoon s when Dad had a 
newsagent shop and we used to r etire rn the "Fro nt room" over the shop 
with arm s!ul of this week ' s papers, from Titb it s to Answe r s and Passing 
Show and Humourist for adults, with a spr inklmg of Pegs ?.!per , Womans 
Weekly, etc , for the ladies, For me there were the U.J., Gem, Magnet, 
Nelson Lee, Boys' Magazine, Toby, and when I was older "Ralph 
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Stra nger s Scie nce Review''. What a wonderfu l stoc k to pic k and choose 
anything I liked provided my hand s were c lea n and the page s were care 
fully tur ned so that all cou ld be ret urn ed to the co unte r unsull ied for 
sale on Monda y morn mg. When l wished to venture into hardba cked 
t,ooks there was the 2d, a week per volume lending libr ary (free to me) 
at the back of the sho p. It wa s a ll we ll worth the disad vantage s , 
Cramped tiny room s one on top of another with mountains of stai rs to 
clumb , r ushe d mea ls and papers to deliver at crac k of daw n, Such 
wa s my introd uctio n to the dellght s of Sexto n Ulake and a ll our other 
favourites. 

HOW I FOUt\'D SEXTON BLAKE by W. H, Vernon 

In 1929 my fat her took thP fami ly ro the Queen Victor ia Marke t 
i.n Me lbmu ne. We ge,ner ally wem the1e <Jn a Saturday morru ng abOut 
10 a , m, In tho se da ys thmgs were i:ough, l s till remember s1m ng m 
che c JJ.r and watc hi ng m~n and women s ort mg am 0ngst the marker 
garbage for an ~dJ.ble or ange or a butt of a ci gar e tte , When l took back 
nQw Jt ..,3 hon .!.d w eve n think n! H , but it was all new to me ai: the time 
a.od I was qu ... ,r rur ;.ou~ ~ Ponr begga rs I d1.dn'1_ know how luc ky I was9 
Very d, !Jer Pnt t"'1ay I a ss ur< you, My father gave me mon€y to buy 
h()()kS or c.:om1cs at my favounte bookstall and rher e were long t re s tles 
and 1able ~ sra..:ked a f" Ot high w •th aJ1 thf:. van nus papers . you name 
1ht'm. rhJs man had lhem~ Havi ng only a c..enam amou nt of money I'd 
g'' by l ht"" d'Vt:r-; , How manv copu. .. s 1 would p.i.rk: up and put down. 
t.ht-re wnuJd be r.hous ands nor hundred;;;;; frnm wtuch to choo8e~ I 
gf-nt-rally f1ru.ehed up wit h rhe gon~sl r0ve rs, One l havt" befnre me 
now , U J. N.-,, 1321 , ca lled " The Brc>ken Melody", I rememher th inkmg 
somf" s1JJy ass must have sp1lr r-"d ink on rhe cove r, nor realising of 
C'l•Urse r-.Jl Jar-er !l was suppo.::,ed 1.0 be bl0od on r.he musk s hee r. Th1s 
wa~ a bumpe r Nos 32 pagf"s. wrth supplr ment and c ontarnmg a new serial 
ca lled "Rt d Aces " bv Edgar Wallace . a t lea st l thought it wa s a new one 
but :t was jusr che begmn :ng of the full story whic h wa s to appea r in 
number l of a new paper "The Thnller ''. The other seri al wa~ "The 
Is le of Stri fe" by Stacey Blake, A big appeal to me of the Union Jack a rc 
the cover s, borh pink and c olour ed. My world wa s quue comp lete to s~-l 
in the bac k se at of the car on the dnve home and read. My head was 
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st uck into t he Union Jack and I was happy . Such was my int rod uc tion 
to Sexton Bla ke , 

DEAT H OF MRS. GWYN EVA1'6 by Bill Lofts 

Re cendy I hea rd from the daughter of Gwyn Evans - a Mr s , 
Patric1a Gwyn Welch now livmg in t he U. S. A. that her mother had die d 
m 1974 . So anot her Link has bee n bro ken from the pa st . a nd wll h 
probably the most cnlourful and be s t loved Sexton Blake writer of them 
a ll . Reader s will re call tha t I had to fmd Mrs, Gwyn Eva ns some year s 
ago in c onnection wilh some T . V. rights whe n they we Le filming the 
Sexton Blake 5e ne s, I found he r a most mtere :::tmg perso n , and who 
was ab le to fill m qu,t e a tew gaps pertaining to Gwyn - eve n t hough they 
had par ted in the th1rties and s he had remarued alt e r h,s suddf n deat h 
in 1938 at the age of Only 39 . 

Unfort una tel y Mrs , Welc h knows ver y llttle abOut he r fathe r - a s 
she saw very little of him after the age of s u. - but 1s thn sting to know 

details of his life a nd work . as h~r two ctutdren ar e also mte:re~ttd 1n 

their famous grandfathe r . I have o[ course been aLle cu rectU-v ll'us w1th 
a pot ted biography, and able tc, supply a few old sto ne s . Ttu s ,., th~ 
lea s t one ca n do a s a tribute to the wru e r of such brll ltant Blake ston e.s, 
that gav e such plea s ure to many many readers . 

FN E IN FEAR by S. Gordon Swan 

"Five in Fear " ,s the utle of a G . H. Teed nove l publ:s h<-d m 
hardc.ove rs m the nmeteen-thirues and believed to have been deoved 
fro m a Sexto n Blake stoty , This is r efer red tom BJaki.ana 01 t he 

Co ll ectors' Digest for Marc h 1975 a s "Sto ry unidennfted so far ", 
My copy wa s not publlshed by Wnght and Brown, who pr, nted so 

many converted Blake stones , bul. by Stanl('y Smith Ltd , . Albion Hnus(' . 
59 t\'ew Oxfor d Stree t , W. C. I , and dated l 936, It , s ded tca tecl to " My 
sis ter s Margar e t Alberta and Ethe I Louis e" , 

The tale 1s de!iru tely the same as No. S36 nf the SEXTON BLAKE 
LIBRARY (Second Series), rn whic h it was calle d "The Islan d of the 
Guil ty'' .. The names are ide ntica l , exc e pt for Sexton Blake and Tmker , 
who become Grant Rushto n and Tony Farways . 

The odd thing abou t this story 1s not so much that 11 was 
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publi shed as a novel, as that G. H. Teed wrote two stor ies with the same 
name. The first one appeared in 1926, in No. 41 of the SEXTON BLAKE 
LIBRARY (Second Series). According to the Sexton Blake Catalogue, 
No. 536, was a reprint of No, 41 - a natural ass umption - but this is not 
the case. It is true the two storie s have the same basic theme, that of 
a number of fugitives from just ice hiding on an is land, but they are 
entirely different yarns with di .fferent chara cte rs . 

Incident ally, on page 180 of "Five in Fear", one finds the name 
of Tinker instead of Tony. 
• ... • • • •• 11 .... * " ................ . 

Nelson Lee Column 
SORRY TO TROUBLE YOU: by William Lister 

Ther e used to be a saying " chips with everyth ing' '. Today it 
could be " drugs for everything " . One can have drugs for anything fr om 
a heada che to "a far- nut tr ip" , as they say . Not that all drugs are bad. 
There i s somethrng to be said for those drug s prescribed by a doctor 
and used acco rdmg ly. Rather lam thinking of the Jekyll and Hyde 
variety ,. You know, one rnmute you're with it and the next you're not: 
Reminds me of r.he time that the drug ra cket upset the smooth - runnmg 
of St , Frank's · not that St, Frank's eve r ran smoothly. Edwy Searle s 
Brooks saw to tha t. He had to keep stir ring thmg s up wuh his able pen , 
lf only to kee p his "c ustomer s" (as he called us) runnmg to the shop 
every wee k with our hard -come ·by two pence. And stir th ings up he 
did , when he c reated some rotter to dose the venerable head of St. 
Fran k's with a few gra ins of "you know what" , or perhaps !Jke me you 
don ' t know what, as !don 't see a name given to the drug. 

Now whether we know what , or we don't know what, the boys of 
St. Frank's knew what . When Dr , Malcolm Stafford, a level -headed 
headmaste r seems to go berz er k on occas ions only to res ume his own 
character a litt le la ter , somethi ng seemed wrong , And when the same 
Dr. Malco lm Stafford took to handing out thousands of Jines, dozens of 
cuts of the cane , one or two floggings and an expulsion or two , the 
St. Fr ank 's boys not only thought it seemed wron g, but decided it was 
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wrong and hence the seed was sown for a school rebe llion, of which, 
more lacer~ 

St . Frank ' s bOys can put up with a lot of thmg s - they are a Jong 
suffen ng ~ rowd - but when your own headmaster takes a king- s1ze. r hop~r 
and chops the goa l -pos ts on your playing-fi e lds down, it is more I han 
r1esh and b lood can st and , Even if ll is only ficuonal fles h a nd blood'., 
U anyt hrng can put th~ car among the pige ons, .m the Pye s of the pubhc 
sc hoolb<>y it ,s ti) ch"P his goal · pos ts dnwn, In faC't you might nc•, 
bel!ev~ u actually happene d . but 1.l you ol:nm a copy of the "Schoolbovs 
Own Libi-a ry" N<>, 3', 4 aud da•€d 3, ll , 38, you Lan actua lly se~ tt>J.s 
di s tardly ~ct taki ng plaet , 

It was enough rn cause a rebell 11_•n , or ar lt ast spar k 11 of1 and ·1 
d.1.d~ Now l'm not lt1 favour uf rebellinn5 , but l suppose:. <Joe hd~ ,o ha"e 
them now and again Q &Jr why pick nne ~o near Ch.1!stmas? l mlan , .:.f 
we can 't have a bJt of ptare and qwet and goMwuJ ti>ward-, mtin (e wm 
drug--.:razed headmas ters ) at Christ mas wheu t.an we have i t? And lht
crouble was t his re belh on brew~d up m a Nowmbe r "Schuolboy s' Own 
Library" and bur ;,t mto its fury .m the Dece mber Chr.tst mas NumOOr of 
the sam e dated 1. 12 . 38, and call ed " Th•: Chri s tmas Rebt'ls" , Now . 
jus t loo k at that cover picture ~ Bags ot the old sn()w- ::;cuff. Snowball s 
whizz: ng through thE. a i r, ladde 1:s propped against the sc hool wall bt mg 
pushe d ove r (wit h schoo l.boys st!ll d mg. ng to lhem) and , ,,her chaps 
(unnlng up with hugt planks on their shoulders~ Take 1, 1rom m t , 

thing s Jook rough; ai: ChrJSt.mas time, t"o~ 
My reader s will be wonder mg why l didn ' t suomu this art .· . .-Je Jl)t 

one o.f the C . D . Chris tmas num bers , r hadn1 c the hean tr, do ,c< What 
with a ll the troub le 1.n rhe Wor ld a,ound th.is Chr ist mas ; I cOtild~ , bnng 
mysi:if to burden our C .D . readf'rC:I wH.h m,.,1e. A& Jt was I knfw !h f'y 
would L,t: able to make out to some ~on ot a happy Chr :t~lma.-: whar wirh 
their du b part.1.et>, back Chn stmas numbf;rs oi tht.t.r favour:u p3.J>f rs , 
•he Chl"ist ma s "C . D ." and the 1975 C, D. Annual and no doubt rhey d,.d. 
So 1 thought about this nme oi the yeat would be j us t ngh• inr unl t-aa ,.ng 
th1s uou ble on you. Then you can forget about H by next Chns rmas as 
I don't ttunk E. S. Brooks unloaded any m<1re rebe lhr'ns on us at the 
ft:st ive season ( shame on you , Edwy)~ M1nd you, g1vi;; him hJs due, H 
had cross ed his mind that Christmas was hardly the , ,me to plung<> 
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St. F rank's into re bell ion; he did put these word s rnco the mouth of 
Arm st rong · (just a .3th~ Juniors are ge rtmg wor ked up 1.0 vore) "Wha r•,. 
!he goM of :-tarr 1ng wari a re now, lo a few day s wr: ~hall ali be gn.:ng 
hC'mt' 1<,r C~r ~1n, a, h , .. <la~~ · , .. ar1~ ne:,c: w ... Pk •n !an . 5<• ·.vhat ' ..: ,.he 
g t:f'(J n~ .. 1 1 .1.1rng -1 r r t tf '. ·•rt"'" \: c,w ',,., (\, .. :.1 ha ,c •h<'1..gh1 1hd ' ~0"d =:1 n"t. 
ho~v-"'H? I ... HPP!"'f' ,ric Si, f--·ra n~.., t 1~y ... K,1nw rr.-~·,. atH :::1 a.l ' •. ' \l.af' 1ht-:1 

gca 1 po:-1-=, rha1 ,.v£ t t:. \ ht_pJ)t'.d down , n.._,, m.1nt.., 
A: r:.mF-. pa :--.cs "'k-l sen Lee a, c-.dent all y and unknr•w:ngJy ia ~ s a 

t-wfq. dose of th .'S d!ug . and at rh.:."> p0:.~t f hand my pen over tn Edwy 
Searl es Brooks for a descr ipu.on of .1.1.s €f'fec.t: 

" TW; r loc k c,eem ed to~ ti C"k1ng loudF-r than f.ver , t he swmg oi 
rh c· pend ulum .!.'''.'"Tl 'a red Nel so n Lee t:,eyn11d measur~ . Acu.ng on im pulse 
hi.! SE"!Z€d rhe cJr,ck and sma shed _1 to th~ grou nd, Ar the sound of che 
c ya sh Ne! s on Lee brok e into a ha 1 sh , gloat i.ng cac kle of la ughter , He 
C."ntrn1Jed par !ng~ Somet hi ng wa!:-wro ng . Ht> saw h.lS re fl P,ct if' n m the
mir r c•r , and J.r shocked him ~ He :;,aw a St(ange . di ~tor ted fac·e WJ.t h 
gJa Lng t::ye!:-and tw i sr,ed ll ps . Thf .. fa1.·P. th~n bee.amt: more hor 1i hly 
d •. ,torted than ever , Tht>n Nel son Lt-e began t<' like lt - he ap proved of 
it . UgJy and hornble though n was , he was over Joyed to see !.t . 
Someth i ng ~eemed t o s nap in hi s head , • .. T here he s t ood wJth twisted 
distorte d fea,ures , hls t€et h bar ed , his shoulder s hunr hed up li ke a 
defor med crea 1urf'.!, and m hiE eyes s h0ne · nor a l!.ght of madnP SS, but 
.!)omel"hl.ng rc-volr .n1g and ter r.1Jym g. " 

"C an I have my pen bac k now, Mr , Bronks7' 
Stro ng st uff, rh~s dr ug : Shades of Edgar Alle n Poe: 
Well , um e and s pac< fa:Js me to tell of the dev e l,,pmenr. of the 

c.io-(alle d "Brocht-rhood r,f the Fr ee'' wh.ich seems to be somet h.mg akin 
•o Cnmmun .!sm where the tree a re net 51, fr e.e as rhey would hk e every· 
on r re.. t~J!e ve , S..:hoc lnnys· O.Vn, Ne. 360, and of , he sadci.ng of Nel s on 
1..,-,e and Dr. Malco lm Staff<'rd fro m s,, Fr a nk s rn drngr a ce a nd of rhelf 
re.tur n in rrlu mph . Sc hool boys' Own L1hrary Nn. 363 , 

O..cr and above aIJ the ex cHe men1 and horror · and cor r:urt': and 
~u@pense and m rhe mids t of t he rumpus .• , there ~.s . of course , a 
1 uurh of rhe n ght kind of weat ht'.r , Sta rti ng i n tare NovcmbP.r w!.th 
sw,rlmg pea- sou p fogs a nd a s hadowy figure sl ! pping i n and out of che 
mi st s, tn fro st and heavy fa ll s of Decembe r snow , and as the srory 
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tails off mt<> February 1939 a roar,ng gale followed by floods. 

Ynu don' t belceve you can get all tlus rn a series of four S. 0 , L O 

Th en y,,u don' t lm<'w l'lur Edwy Searles Brooks: 

... .. • .. • .. • & • • .. • • 41 • • • .. • .. • • .. • 

DO YOU REMEMBER? by Roger M, Jeok.ins 

No, 133 - GEMS 73; ·9 - DARRELL SERIES 

It , s difficult not to beii.eve that m 1922 Charles Hamilton 

regarded the Gem a s far more ,mportant than the Magner. Nearly halt 

the Greyfriars st0.d1-:J were by s~tit uce wriler s in th.!s year, wherea s 

pra ctically every St , Jim' s stor y was ,he genu ine aruck , and a 

success,on of bnlliantly vaned series ln the Gem must have left the 

readers ama zed at the author ' s vusaUhty, Not only were the re many 

famous light -beaned tales at this u me, but dramat ,c themes a s well 

were pr ominently featured, The Darre ll series, though it had a few 

humorous touches, was definite ly a serious tale. 

A Greyfnars series that revolved around the seruor school was 

usually of a superior nature, but this dJd not always apply at St, Jim's, 

possi bly because ther e was no seruo r bke Coker wh,• could be the 

so urce of amusement. The St. Jim's tieruors were all seno us ·mmded , 

and t his was perhap s something of a loss on occasion s, though not m thi s 

short serie s. in whirh Darrell was one or those who had entered for the 

Founder's Latin prize of £50 , a handsome s um indeed in those days. 

He was irutially certain of winrung and indeed he had pr om,sed the 

money to a fr iend in di stre ss. In fact he did not wm the pnze, but he 

managed to rai se the money and he sent it by reg is ter<!d posr m •·he form 

of banknotes . When 1t becam e known that £50 m banknotes had ooen 

taken from the Head's stu dy, he was the obvious suspe ct , 

Although a few clues wer e pr ovided , the identi ty of the guilty 

party was not really obvious, and the readers could have exercis ed theu 

own dete ctiv e power s t hemselves had they so wishe d, What shght ly 

marred the story was the large part played by Kit W1ldrake , the JUnior 

from Bnt isb ColumblB., who had a rrived at St , Jim's m 1921 and who 

intruded too often in the stories for some t ime, Wddrak e was here 

cas t in the role of dete cti ve (the part former ly allotted to Kerr) and, 
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whilst , t would have been perfectly natural for hi.m to shine at trac king 
footpr lnts or riding horses , it did not seem qL11te m character for h1m to 
s ll brooding over l1kely suspect s . Ir 1s true chat the guilty party was 
lassooed at the end , but this seemed somewha t unnecess ary, a gratuitous 
exhibition of his , ·owboy ski ll. The use of Wildrake m thi s sP.nes is an 
example of Mart.m Chfford's obsess ive llk ing for new character s at t:his 

ume ~ 
Jt took the Gem a long time to re cover from war-t .i.me restr ic t.ons . 

ThPre were only e!ght or nine c hapter s eac h week and a total of twenty 
pages including (:Overs. A& the St ~ Ji.m's story was m double columns 
and the res t m tr ,ple colum ns with sma ll print, it made the school story 
appear robe longer tha n ,r reall y was . Half -page illu st rations were 
re-introduc ed dunng this series , but che memo rable art features at th:s 
time were the weekly 11lusrranons of famous St. Jim' s characters on the 
ba~k page of the Gem, The se were executed with a caref ul attempt at 
individual c haracterisation and were a marked imp rove ment on the 
quality of most of the ms 1de 11lustrations . R. J. Macdonald had many 
mer its as an arust but his drawing of Juniors in the background was 
pr obab ly his weakest point, ..... .. ..................... ..... 

LET'S BE CONTROVERSIAL 

N<>. 207. THE ISLAND IN THE RIVER 

The is land - any island - in the IJver - any rive r - certa inly 
served Charle s Hamtlton well during his long writing ca r ee r , That 
:s tand f.llrned up as a spot for pie.mes, as a dumpmg ground for the loot 
nf vanou s burglars, a s the hiding place for lawbreakers or those 
suspe cted of law-break jng , and as a stronghold in barnngs-out . 

How many slor ies were set partly on the islan d is beyond count on 
my part , but there must have been sc ores of them. The most famous of 
those i slands was the one on the Sark , for ever linked with the 
unforgettabl e Sir Hilton Popper , 

QJdly enough. Sir Hilton PopfX'r and his isla nd were c reated in the 
Gem for St. Jim's . That happened ear ly in 1910 in a ta le entitled "Tom 
Merry's Master-Stroke", Tom Merry & Co. found themse lves a t 
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dagge, s drawn wi th Sir Hilt on because t hey trespa s sed on the island m 
t he Ryll , a sp<>t wluch he claimed as h1s pers onal properr:y , 

h is 1mpo~~J.ble tc deo cte hnw 11 ... ame al,out rhat Sir H:l Mn wa :-
I ran :::-:rtrn "'d ,o t bf . , _ ... ~1n:.1~ 01 GLi:-y:n ar :- d.nc! h ~ .. f ictn11 ,o ltlf' s pa tk.J.~ng 
wa t<>n: , 11ft ht , Sa :·tc. It !!> an ... l'd _1..J l1nn . L•J 1..0u 1>.:E. rha • lhf: wr .. t t:.'!"::; J Jd 

no r· tak.t" t tit'!...r w 1.,1) k nt.a rl} · J$ . .:.( , :uus.ly a ~ thic..:1 , eader!', wer E Ut' ' "l .. nt-d 

rt ' do sf .vf:ra i dt , ad f'S late r . 
Ham:.h on was a man born wrth the g!It o i wu u ng . hut h.\~ mnh 0d

wt:1c a h •.t sJapdash as wt- have sf'en tlm f' and ••.me aga : 11 when .:on~.1.dt~1.u1g 
h...s wo1 K.. He might even have forgott :t·n thar he had ust d the theme 
tie fot r-~ ln us1ng th e name Sfr H.Jton Popper. h6 ma y e ,~en not havt;: 
real .Hst::d s.:hat i t was nor new to 1eaders 0f the Gem - h.!.E pr opensh y for 

us ... ng a name ove r and over agam was quu t a sto uncllng, and wt:. hav t only 
co ,:rn.,nt 11p how many t .:.me s a Lagden turned up at va1 .;.ou s 8c.hools t (I s et' 
Ul whaf· ab surd Jength s th.ls was c.at tJed . And, .,_n all probab 1llty, 
wr.,,.r::e r s and ed itors ali ke seem to have ass um ed thal a gent=rat ...on of 
re ad e r :; Jas~ed for not more t han two year s~ 

J have not th t; cime to c-hec k rhrnugh scor t:.s of Magnets t o f .. nd 
oul jlJf:C ..... hen S:..r Hi lton firs t appea re d 1.n 1hat paper . but one of tilt: 
earh esl. .li not t he e1rl1 t-s t . must have been J.O "Th e OnJv Way" of tht
au ~umn of l 9l L. wh,ch we ran a s a senaJ so me year E ago , 

We f1.nd Str J-LiLLon and hi.~ islaod feat ured in a 1,,e-ry good ral e 
"S chnoJJ,oys t\'eve r Sha IJ be Slaves" in t he Summer Doub I<' Number ot 
Au.gus •. 191 =', wMc h , .1n top ica l Mrarn , ffa tur ed Gt rman -:p.Ps who 
captured S1r l-I1H.on on hi s own lSJ.arxl. A few month ~ Ja<f' f Lame a no• ht':r 
"ale . ,;tar r:.ng che bar nn€"t , his is land, and somf> mor e German s, m 
anoth e r good thr ill er " Th e Midnight Maraud er s " , 

F~fty years ago , a s we seem the cxrrac ,s fro m Dann)":,: Diary 
rhi s ml'lnth , cher t ca rme another ts la nd c ouple , cnmp lt':tf 1his u m€ w.ith 
SH Hi.Iron, laying down the Jaw about tu s property , and a sr oundrel wh0 
had rc bbed Walke r s aun t, Thf lat e Bill Gander had •he ,mpr e s s! "n that 
•:hefe: t w() wer e genu ine ,,ales . though it .•.s hard t" ser how he ..:.amt>: 10 

ml 5tak P. rhem. Ther e are many md1ca1;.ons of rheir " sub" or igi n a nd 
ea rJ y uri .:.n Ont: 01 the tale& we ger that giitty piece of Th.'-fd·{orm gr amma r 
" The zca s on was becaus e ~~". Even if the re wa s nor ple nty of 01...he r 
cv .:.den-:e rhat th !s 1s not a genu i llf" pair , ll woul J be hard ,o jmag :ne 
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Hamtl to n ever making suc h a grammati cal e rror. 
Curious ly enough , ten years later in 1936 we find a genuine coupl~. 

"Billy Bunter 's Burglar" and as sequ e l , wit h a si milar plot to r:hat sub 
pair of 1926, t hough there the s ,m , lan ty end s . In 1936 wt had a most 
amusmg co upJe of tales , wr i tten with all the Hamilton l.Ompetence .. 

Rookwood ha d 1•• island . ,hough not 1ts Sir Hilto n Popptr , In 
1924, too ear ly m tt>e yPac ior ,r 10 be reall y cr edible , Rookwood Junior s 
pu• on a r ebell!.On ()n r.hat •sland against rhe tyranny of one Mr , Carker , 
who had repla ced the dcs m,ss•d Mr , Dal ron . 

ThE' same rheme wa s u,t' d agam on Popper ' s ,sl and m 1934 m rhe 

Magne t . Wl<.h the Remo,~ rn reb<.ll•on on behalf , of all peop le , Billy 
Bunter, who had bee n "njus•ty expell~d ior somel'lung FIBhy had done . 

Thos e is land s. gretn and s<:1 ene , am :.d the spar kle of theu 
respe c.t.~ve r1ver s , for med wondc-.rtu l bac.kgrounds for the enre rtammem 
of •hose oi us who were young m •hose far -oft day s befo re old England 
JQst ,,~ way. 

- • ~ .. • • .. .• • .. • • • ... ..... * • • ... • ... • • • •• 

Our Sena ! " Clas s.,c" fro m 70 Years Ago, 

MISSING -----
Once .. ut c-l th ~ sh adows of the woc.d 

th.te rughl was not SO da rk. Stars were 
g !e:iming in th e sky, and .a dim hg ht l:iy 

upo n tt>,. m::iuive ru ins o l th e ol d o.astle. 

G1im and gaunt loo ked the :i;hattered w.tlJs 

th e g:ip ing c asem ent$ the cor,fused masse~ 

fl f I um bled m,asonrv . 

Am id th e e xtensiv e ruins th.e tf', werr. 

h id ing nl ac es fo1 :i doten m en , and th e 

c hums we,e wa1y a s thev adv.inced . Th,v 
kepT t he. cru:·ket· Stump$ rudy fo1 use. 

Th~ had se en the g1i,,sy hu1·rv 1ow.t.rds the 

rn1ru al)d u con finnt d th.e ll suspir lOn 1hat 

h is lurking pl.1ct was there . But ai 1hey 

c ame on, they hear d no soun d, and saw n\.• 

sign of the nU!i.an. 

They stop ped in the ol d flagged haJI , 

now roo !lw .1nd npru. to a ll th e winds . 

Thev st:ired abo ut them une.a.si ly, 

"He must be here som ,wh et e , 1' 

muttered Blake. "W e 1c1w hi m com e. 

didn' t we' He may h.-.ve g,c,ne right on , but 

I beli "-ve hes got :i h iding - place. here 

somewhere." 
"let's 1e :u c h;" sau.l He.rr1es. 

They u :archt-d thr ough thE: ruinS . 

Nothing rewa,ded them . There was no tr ac e 

or O' An.:v . and neither sight nor sound of th e 
&•P'Y. They stopp ed at lat t at the yawning 

c ;avity whi ch gave aclmitun c e to the vaults , 

c1nd heuta ted. 
"Come on:" s:iid Bl.ake 1esoiutely. 

"We 've got to go throug h with it. Th e 

brute is m0$t likel y tQ sou k into t here, if 
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he:'• hiding he.re at .all ," 

He ltghted his laQl.en:i., and le d t he way , 

th e: light in his le.ft band , the cric ket -stu mp 

gripped in h is right. Henies and Digby 

foll owed clo,t a t hb huh . 

They pan ed down the none steps, 

c rumbling wit h age , and offering nODe too 

secu .re a foothold, a.ad a co ld , damp bfe at h 

from below 1m ot e th em a nd ma de them 

shive.r . They movdquh tly . but the 

slightest sound 1um ed rtra ngely, eerily 

loud In th e dud silen ce . 

81;1.c k and gloomy were the deserted 

va ult, - b lack aod gloomy and dam p , wit h 

:,. c hill ai r a.s of th e tom b. The hurt s of 

the three bds were bt.atiog hard , Thqo 

knew there might be d anger ahead, but the 

gloom and ee rin ess of their sWTOundin gs 

had more df« t upon th ei 1 nerva than the 

tho ught of dange1. 

Th e dark 2rc bes o f th e vaul ts se~ed 

t<. u:tend indefuti t ely in e.ndl ea succ u:.ion. 

The l1ghrest foot fall rang I.II wei rd ec hoes. 

Bh.ke ha h ed suddenly, His n<>1trib were 

dilated, his eye,: were gleaming. 

"Yo u notice n 1" he munu ed. 

They wtre sniffing . A db:tinc t sce nt 

had c:ome to them suddeo ly • a whiff or 
to bac:eo-s-motce, oC a c hup, suo ng tobacco. 

It was proof pos:itive that sameone lud 

latel y been In the v:11.1lt. The chu ms looked 

at each othe r In sileo c e. 

Someone had been lo t he vaul t , :.ind 

the te enr. or tht: pipe he ha d nnolc ed still 

hung In the heavy a tmocph ete, He had 

c ert.a in.ly not left the va ult a g•ln, and so 

he must still be the re • pro~bly near at 

hand. 

The y reallied that t he sounds thq, 

made aod the lig ha they bad c.anit:d must 

huay the ir pra e~ e. Their hands tightened 

on their weapons. Nothing cou ld be set:n 

in the sw-roundiog gl oom. Met a few 

momeDls of natu ral hes ita tio n they went on. 

A fa int soun d came from th e da rk· 

oess, like thll scuttli ng of a rat. 

Blake sprang in t he directio n of it , 

and caug ht a momeotary glims-e of a 

s~dow darting away. Thue w Q the 

cli nk of a footfa ll , and sil ence. 

"He' s here," mutt ered Blake. 

"We' ll make him te.11 us where D'Arcy is, 

Come on . We'r e not af raid or the brute. " 

They hun led on , with teet h stt hard . 

Cruh'. A stone, whin ing from the 

darkness, crashed on t he lan tern l o Blake '• 

haDCI, an d d ash ed it from his gr ip to the 

ground. The li ght was insta nt ly 

utioguished , 8lackn e11 wrapped th e boys 

round li ke a clo.1k. 

Blake gave a sta rtl ed cry; he cou ld 

not help it , ln the sudden darlcne.ss, 

something b1ushed put him, and he 

clut ched at i t wlldlv . A stunn.iog blew 

sent him reeli ng , but with indom 10.bl e 

pluck he leaped forward a nd made a 

clut c h, aod sehed upoa ac invisible form 

an d was se ited In ret urn. Ther e wu a 

fierce stNggle in the darkness. 

Blake u etted himself to t htow hi • 

adver,:.iry, and by a wre.stlin g tri c k he 

succeeded, and the two went cbwn 

tog ether 1 Blake oo top . 

"Cot him:" pan t ed make, ''He lp, 

you chaps • qi.lick: I've g;x him~'' 

He grlppt:d his prisoner by the 

throat, and kept him plMed down, 

A low, indistinguh b.1ble gurgl e 

cam e f rom t he helpless one. He 

stNggled fierc ely, but Bh.ke had him fast. 

"H err ies'. Dig'. Strike a ligh t: 

I'v e got him: '' yelle d Blake. "Qwck or 



he'll throw me of£. Get a light .and huh 

th.e brut e , Lie sti ll , you heart, or I'll c rack 

your hea d on the fl oor . " 

"Gr- r- rh'. 0 came from the c ape.Ive . 

"Keep still! Quick, you ch:.i.psi" 
A light fla red out, Digby ha d struc:l< 

a matc h. The fLa1e showed Blake on top of 

his priso ner , pinning hi m down , but the 

prison er , unfortun atel y, w.:u He.iries. who:m 

he h.id seized by m ista ke in t he da1kna s, 

Bb.k e sta r ed a t h i:i. vi cti m in utter .iim ai ~ ~ 

ment , 

' 1Herri ~s: " he gasped. He released hb 

unhap py prison er as if he had all .tt once 

become red -hot. "Hertiesi My giddy Aw,t 

M2ti ld a!" 

''Y ou si ll v au:" howled HerTies. 

"What do you me an by gnbbiug m e by the 

thro at and r it c hing me overi" 

"We ll , that 1s c"'Ol: You grabbe d m e, 

too." 

" I took y ou for the gipsy. '' 

'' I too k yo u for him . too " growled 
Bb. ke , "You don't think I did it foy fun . 

do yo u?" 
"You 've nearly throttled me. " 

"Nevu mind .' ' sa id 81.ike, "It mi ght 

hav e bee n wo~e." 

"l don ' t see i t , " said Herria Cl'ossly. 
11Well , it' , lucky Dig st ruck a matc h 

before he su ned on you with a c ricke t · 

srum p , " Bla.ke rema rked . "Do n't growl. 

It 's all !n the day 's work. The troubl e it 

t hat whil e we ve been wuting time the 
gi psy has got awa y. Of CC'WH : ! it w:a.s t he 

g ips v." 

"Of coune . Is thr. lante rn smas hed ?" 

"To smithere ens:" sa id Blake , 

exam in ing the lan tern in the light o{ anot her 

matc h struc k by Digby. "C an't ligh t It agai n. 

What asses we were not to bri ng another , in 
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case of acciden ts. We' ll bring an exua 

one next tim e," 

"Then we shall have to giv e it up for 

the night ?" 

" I'm afraid so . But wait a bit. let 1s 

shout , a nd i f D'A.rr.y is hi dden anywhe1 e 

about here , be m ay hea r w a nd yell back 1 

even if he ca n' t ge t ou t." 

Th ey shout ed till the v2u lu rang and 

rang again. F..chou roll ed back like 

thun der from th e subt err.inu n de-pths, At 

1nccrva ls they stopped t o lis te n for a 1eplv , 

but no reply came. 

Eith er D'A~ -Y w.is oot wit hin headn g , 

Of he was unab l e to reply. Wake 1s sp iri ts 

were co nside t:.ibly d:.imped, 

After ascert a ining that the outca st 

g1~ hau.nted the ruim , he had becom e 

conf irm ed in his be.lief tha t the miss ing 

jun jor was kept t h.tre somewhere. Now he 

..:ould uot help doubting again. 
Without :1 lig ht it was impos sible to 

con t inui: the search . The chums ga ve it 

up 1 and in a rather gloomy mood m ;ide 

th eir way b.:ick to the upper ea rth . 

" I rancy you were off the trac k, afte r 

:all , Bl:ake1 •· Hemes rem arked , :u: they 

set out fo r t he school. '' If 0 1 Atc y wa.s 

ther e, he ought to have hea rd us veilin g; 
the n he would h2ve ye ll ed back. But if 

he isn ' t the re , whe re the dick ens ca n hr. 

be'" 
"I be li ev e he 's t here , " rep li ed Blake , 

"He might be g:agged , you know . 

Barengro is 3 brut e. We' re not gcing t o 
give in yet . To-morrow 's a half, and 

we'll come :.ig ain .i1nd h:.ive :a jo lly good 

hunt . •• 

Th e school cloc k was booming out 

midn ight when they arriv ed a t St. Jim 1s. 

Five m inuta late r they were in bed in th e 
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dormitory; and it sum~ to all three of 
them th at th ey ha.d only just clos ed their 

eyes when the rising-bell beg2 n to ring the 

• • • • • • • * •••••• 

next morning. 

(MORE OF IBIS OW, OLD 

STORY NEXT MONTH) 

* •••• * •• 
COMICS IOI 

(Some Impressions by Mary Cadogan) 

From the coc ktail party on the evening of Fri day, 19th March, 
•Jntil t his Bnt ~sh Comi cs Convenuon ended on the afternoon of Sunday , 
21st , the atmosphere at London' s Mount Royal Hote l was a happy blend 
of nosta lgia , fri e ndship and exc1ung new interests. Dazz ling is hardly 
wo .qcron g a word t o de scriOO the am ount of c.r eativirv a ssem bled chere . 
Fan s had the joy of meeting the artists, edi tors and wru ers of theu 
{av our.1rt: c0 m1cs , past and pre sent, and I was m ost tmpr ec;;sed by therr 
vual ,r:y and ded1ca t ion, H1gh -s µots for me were meet ing mode st Te t ry 
Wakd,e ld (wh0se ' Film Fun' Laur i' ! and Hard y s trip s were an in tegr al 
part o f ~n, ldh ood for so man y of us) , and Fr ank Hamp son whos e Da n 
Dar~ wa s an equa lly pote nt syml,()J for young people · and many adul r:s 
m the 19',0 ' e , Vigorous and a r u .uJa re w hi, Sff s wa s Walrer Bell . 
whOSP picmr~s de lighted so many of us m the 1920' , and 30' s 
( ,em ember Casey Court ') ; and Fred Robrnson , of Th e Gremlm s tam ~ , 
was on& cA th e mos 1 amusmg and SPontanen us speake r s 1 have heard ~ 
Af-. weU as t-hO~t: wh o draw our lOmJC A we mer newspaper , nm.le st r :.p 
a rt :sts hke St e ve Dowling , on gina rnr nf Gar th wh1., was al :::<-' a t one 
t .!.m e respo ns.i.ble for the Da1Jy Mi rr or ' s ' Uc>lm da'. 

Younge r an i c;:ts were well repre st:nred : Leo Baxendale , cre-1.tor 
1Jf Th e Bash Su eet K;,ds, speaks as: vigorous ly a~ he draw s: and \11v1dJy 

dec:; .... r J.t .ed t he ...._hall enge:::i .. nvolved :.n r.,eeu ng deadlme& 1.Jnde1 i ncre d.LbJe 
pre ss ure~ . and yet remaining creativ e . One of the mos t 1mpr ess 1ve 
1tf:m~ i n o::he agenda was a ta lk by art ist Ter r y Bave and ht s wi fe SheHa . 
" " crear 1ng characters for today 's comi c~ . SheiJa think s up thP. s tnnes 
tor T err y 's pictur es, and they keep i n v1ta l rouch wit h tht- views 0f l~hil d 
r eader s by vie it l ng schools. and rnv1tmg corre spondence . l must 
men n on Derus Gifford 's history of com ics. aptly lllu sua red ;:,y slJ.des 01 

h....s uniq ue co lle c tio n. Bob Monkhouse , even more amu sing m pers on 
rha n on T . V. , chair ed (and took part in ) a ses s ion of 'Qu ,Lk on the Draw ', 
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and another ce lebri ty from the enterta inment world, Carde w Robinson, 
br ought to the convention a lin k with Charle s Hamilton, (His radi o 
character , Cardew t he Cad, was of course inspired - tenuousl y - by 
Ralph Reckness Cardew .) 

One ' s mind boggles at the work put in by Denis Giffor d , the 
organi zer of Com ic s IOI : he de se rv es our congratula tions , and than ks . 

BILL LOFTS adds: 

Old co mic arus ts in att endan ce mclud ed Walter Beil (Casey's 
Cour t ) and Wal Robertson ( Marmaduke and his Ma) and Ter ry Wakefie ld 
( Laur e l & Hardy) . T he exhib iu on was mamly of a r t ·wor k both pasr and 
pr esen t strips , whil st the ta lks by d is t ingws hed speakers were 
exce llent , Highlight o{ t he eve nt was the dinner on Saturday , and 
presentatio n of award s by llob Monkhouse as a sparlcilng host • who 
cert ainly knows his comic history . Main Ally Sloper award went to 
Terry Wakef iel d , who conu nued his father' s exce llent wor k m Film Fun 
in the Laurel & Hardy s tnps . His Dad G. W. (Billy) Wakeile ld of cour se 
wae al so the mam illustra tor ot the Rookwood st one s in Boys ' F ne nd, . . . . . . . . . ...... 

BIOGRAPHY OF A SMALL CINEMA 

No, 2o . THE THIN MAN WITH 20,0 00,00 0 SWEETHEARTS 

Out fi nt f eature of the new term 
cam e. from Wamer Bros. : !2n Hunter in 

"Some.thin& Alw:1ys H.appens". Next , 

from M , C, M. , came what I think must 
h;ave bee n a dramati sed de'<;ume ntary. It 
was "Mah. th e M.agnif u:ent" 1 and I see 

th2t we described it 2s "The gu~at epic of 
the FrN en No rth". The c ast was , I fe el 
sure , unknown , thoug h later on we played 

another mm starring Mal a. 
Then c am e th e second of M. G. M1s 

Tanao film s· Johnny Weiu mulJer and 

Maure,:n 0 ' Sulliv.1n in "Ta n an aDd His 
Mate" . Then a magnificent Musica l 

which rece ived high praise fro m the 

cri tics in its day: Dic k Powe ll and Ginger 

Roge rs in "20 ,000 ,000 Swecth u. ru". 
Radio wu in iu heyday , and this one , 

unless my memory b: playing tricks, was: 
;,,bout a cou ple of sta rs of an Ame ric;;in 
radio show. Some week b te r I took a 

p;;irty of boys down to Gravese nd i n Kem 

to see Kent • nd SurTcy playi ng crick et on 
th e famous Bat{; Ball ground i n th;;it town. 
After the c ricket , we paused before the 
Plaza Cinema whtr e "20 ,0CX),000 
Sweethearu " w;;is the ;;ittrac tio n. The boys 
confide d to me th•t they would love to 
sec it again, so in we went. I enjoyed it 
e ven more this time when I hadn't the 
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distrac ti o n o f sc reening it 2.$ I wat ched it. 

It was a Warne r film , 

Nex t, from M, G . M. , Cla rk Gable, 

Wi1Jiam PoweH , and Myrn.i Loy in. 
''Maoh ,llt ;rn M elod rama 11, whic h I recall as 

,1 teme dram a . Then, also from M. G. M. , 
ca me Willb .m Powell .i.nd Myrna Loy in 
"1 he Thi n Man ". Thu was t he first of the 

"Thir, Man" film s, and tlp-top it was, 

He 1e, the "T hin M•n'' was, I seem to 

rt!.'.:.OUe ct , th e c11m:.nal. Many more "Thin 
Man" fi !ms fellowed . but in these the 

spars e gent of t he t i t le was t h e de tec tive. 

Then from M. G . M, , Cha rli e Ruggles 

.:and Una Me rkel in "Murder on the Runaway 

Train". This was not nearly so exci t ing as 

the titl e promised. Next a double - feature 

programme: Warren Willi ilm in " The 

Dragon Murder Case " , f rom Wamets (I 

am not ceruin , but I fancy this was a 

Perry Maso n story) plus, from Gaumo nt 

Britis h , Ralph Lynn and Tom Walls in 
11A Cuc koo •n tht Ntst " . After that, 
Margaret Sull2v 2n in "Lltt le M2n, What 

Now?" from Universa l. 

Now a superb Mus ical: James 

Cagney in "Foorliglw. Pa n. de" from 

Warner's, This was pa c ked with grea t 

songs, such JS they used to wr ite in those 

days · "By ;a Wat e rf:111", "S hang h.ai Lil " , 

and $0 on, ,1nd the brea t hta ki ng music.a.I 

numbers were produced by Busby Berkeley , 
2.t whorn mod e m cr itics li k e t o sneer from 

t heir silly pedestals, Berkeley died quite 

re<..ently .at a ripe old .age. 

Now from Universa l , Russ Columbo 

in another m usical , "Wake Up and Dream" . 

Th en Jimmy Durante was back In "Student 

Tou r 11 from M . G, M., followed by Conrad 

Veldt in "The Wandering Jew" from 
Gaumont- Briti sh . The lat:er soun ds a bi t 

sombre for our audiencts. Nut, ab:o 

from Gaumont - British, Victor Mclagl en 

in "Dic k Tu rpin " whic h so'.lllds more up 

Our street , 

Then .a double-feature programme, 

both films from Unive rsal : Chester Moiri.J 

in "Emb a rr.using Moments ' plus the supe1b 
c h:iiracter ac t or E:dward Arno ld in ''The 

Milli on Doll a r Ransom". Next anot her 

double - feature programme: Joan Blonde ll 

in " Kansas City Princess" from Wame r 1s, 

plus a documentary dese rvedly famow in 

its day 1 "Man of Aran" from Gaumont
Brltl sh, Followed by aDO(her doub le

fea t 11rt programme, both Hims th is time 

from Univ e.rsd : John Stuart in " Bllnd 

Justice" plus &c k Jones in "Rocky Rhodes " . 

Then , from Univers&l, Sonnie Halt 

and Robertson Ha re in the film ver1ion of 
the famous &lthh play "Are You a M:1$0n", 

followed t he ne:xt week by Jack Hu.lbert in 

"Jack Ahoy!" f rom Gaumont. Nu t , from 

M. G. M, , Robert Montgomery in "Hide

Out " followed by, from Gaumont-British, 

Tom Wall s and Ralph LynD in "Turkey 
Time", 

From Warn er now c.ame one which 

sounds as though its advance trailer would 
have produc ed loud cheers in the. Sma ll 

Cinema : Ja mes Cag ney in "Here Com es 

the Navy", and then, to wind up the term , 
Willi am PoweU in "The Key", from 

Warner BrOI. 
( AN01HER ART IC 1£ IN nus 
SERIES SOON) ... ............ ........... ..... . . 



Th, ~fmtn Called (Inter es ting items from the 
Editor ' s Jetter-bag ) 

JOHN TOMLINSON (Burton -on -Tre nt): l was as delighted, when l 
opened the Januar y issue of C . D. to see another old earl y s tor y of St , 
Jim 's being seria li sed, as if l'd been given a £5 note (well , almost:) . 
I canno t subsc ribe to the opinio n of those who are ce rtain St. Jim's 
would not have last ed such a length of time if Tom Merry had not been 
cre at ed and Jack Blake had re mained t he pri ncipal char acter , We cannot 
dogmatise either way, but these early St. Jim' s stories must have been 
a co ntra st to t he eJ.ther s lapstic k or deadly serious mode l yarns cur rent 
ac the time, and one can see something very specia l about them - some
thi ng indefi nabl e ·e ven then that proc la imed genius in the field. 

JIM COOK (New Zealand) : 1 would like to te ll you of an ' out of the past' 
contact l have just made. During 1928·9 when I was an organising 
officer for the St. Fran k' s League , three other fri.ends for med what we 
called The Big 4 co promote the objec ts of the •League ' , Well , we 
eventually disba nded and got involved with life genera lly . But a few 
month s ago I 'fou nd ' one of the '4' in Scarborough and just las t wee k 
' found' another in Southport . The la tte r was found for me by an 
advertiser in the C. D. Annual ~ I am s ure you can apprec iate my 
feeling s on mak ing contact with my old friend s, My thi rd friend. a 
Jewis h chap , who live d close to me in London at the t ime , has yet to be 
"found". The rem arka ble th tng about finding these fellow s after so much 
has happened si nce the late 1920's 1s that they are st ill wit h us . l am 
suie our hobby and 11.s books we grew up with has sus tained us for these 
many years and kept us young. 

R. J. LEWIS _(Wirral ): In the a r ticle, 'Th e End of the Silver Trail ', the 
writer as ks:- Surely som e reader s must have written in to the Editor 
and asked "What about some Rookwood'>'' But if any rea der act ually 
wrote in that way, the Editor never referred to it , 

Well if the read er s did not write to the Boys' Friend they 
certainly wrote to the Magnet. In Magnet No. 1,001 (T he Hand of an 
Enemy) dated 23 April, 1927, the Edito r has this to say:· 

'Once again a Magnet read er has writ te n to as k what has 
happened to Jimmy Silver & Co. , who once upon a time figured so 
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successf ully in the "Boys' Friend", and goes on to tell the writer than 
Uncle Jame s and his merry men appear regularly in the "Popular " on 
sa le every Tuesday . ' 

Mrs. D. DOYLE (Brighton): I loved Val Fox, and well remembe r him . 
He wa s illu strated wit h a parrot on his shoulder. 1 think, also, he was 
a detective, and did a good turn each week for someone , All suc h 
happy days . 

H, HEATH (Bexhill) : lam all in favour of Danny's su rvey of Rookwood 
w1t h lus com ments on eac h story being gathered together and published 
in book let form . What a wonderfu l idea: 
(Many thanks to th e large nwnbet of readers who have written on simil ar linea concerning 

Danny's Rookwood . - ED, ) 

Rev . P. J, H, HOBSON (Reigate): May I as k two questions which may 
well have been answered in earlier copies of our magaz ine, but this 
mus t c..enainly have been a long time ago, and may be of interest to 
ocher reade rs . 

The la st ' Magnet' was No. 1683, publishe d on 18th May, 1940, 
and chere. was, of course, no mentio n in that iss ue which I have before 
me. cha,; ,;he magazine was ceas ing publication. We we re promised the 
follow mg week, a story entitled "The Battle of the Beaks" , This story 
mu s t havt been written ; has it ever been publis hed? Surely the stones 
fo1 at lfa ::,;t the two following wee ks must have bee n written also . 

The second question deals with the pos t -war Bunter Books. 
ieel a:ure that l read 1n one of these books that "Bunter Court" or rather 
"Bunter Villa" wa s s ituated in Reigate , Surrey. If my memory is 
cou e ~t. does any reader know in which book this appeared? 

Many than ks for the excellen t magazin e , Thirty years is indeed 
a great achieveme nt . Long may lt" conti nue~ 
(EOJTORJAI. COMMENT: The Magnet ended, indeed, with unprecedented suddenness for a 

quali ty paper of its type . After the war we were give n a number of titles , including "Battl e 
of the Beaks'', which , it was s:a.id, c.:a.rried on a series which ostensibly began ..... ltb "The 
Shadow of the. Sack" ( the last Magnet) . In C, D. in 1969, I u: prcssed the view that, though 
Chas . H~milton Wldoubtedly intended to write stories under those titl es, they ·.Nere probably 
never ac tu:..Uy written, Nothing, in th e yurs since, has occurred to cawe me to change my 

views. 
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Jn the Col den Age of the Magnet, &uit.e:'s home was given as Reigate, ln plenty of 

stories . For some unexplained reaion, it wa.s changed to Redgate in the latte..-.day Magnet . 
J cannot recall now whether Reigate cam e back in a port-w:u Bunt~ book, but I bave a fee.ling 
that It did. ) 

Mrs . U. HAMILTON WRIGHT (Sutton Coldfiel d): I wonder if you could 
include this in your T HE PaiTMAN CALLED fea ture in the Digest? 
Because so many Old Boys Book Club Members r ead The Charles 
Hamilton Companio n Series I should like to have the opportunity to 
correc t some of the many mistakes contained in the article, MISS 
HOOD RE MEMBERS In Volume 2 of the series . The list of his 
addres.ses is incomplete and incorr ect · this will be unscrambled in a 
forth coming article of mine - and it , sho uld be noted, my parents , his 
sister and brother-in- law NEVER lived with him, but he lived with 
them at their home and t heir houses always had to be la rge enough to 
accommodate him at the drop of a hat together with his typewriter and 
somet im es his dog. My p1rents bought and p1id for their own homes, 
the contrary stateme nt is untrue . 

Secondly , my paren ts did not part from each other at all , let 
alone for 'several years'. Miss Hood has confused a music lan' s absence 
from home on professional business with parting . He was no more 
parted from h1s wife than a sal e s representative would have been: 
Charles Hamilton d1d not have to provide for my mother or me . My 
par ents ' financia l arrangemen ts were co mpletely independent of my 
uncle~ 

On Page 192 of the a rticle the a lleged Incide nt of Percy Harrison 
and the baby in the pram is a figment of Miss Hood's imaginauon, which 
appears to be more creativ e than my uncle ever suspected . 

The statement tha t my uncle subs id ised my parents ' daily living 
and p1id my sc hool fees is cruelly untrue , l even have the 
documentation to prove its falsity~ I cannot understand why Miss Hood 
should mak e so many hurtful false assertions about people who are dead 
and ca nnot defend themselve s and who showered both her and her family 
with largesse of every so rt , in the shape of property , possessions, and 
medica l care. 

Fina lly , everybody knows what a gambler my uncle was . If 
Miss Hood had read tus stories and his letters to my mother, even she 
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c."'uld not have missed this po .int. J have the documentation to prov e it 

and treat th<, s ubje c t very thoroughly in my biography , 

Aga in the co rres ponden ce between my uncle and my mother and 

falh ~ 1 prove R the lie of the assertH'>n t hat ne ither of my pare nt s were 

Anlf r ~- ~"d 10 Chari< s Hamil ton · s work. This is al so full y trea ted in ch<' 

uiograph y , wllh quot a tions. 
Wtt:k no• reh shmg the tas k o! havmg to s hoot an old lady down 

l" Ut C·r' hPr 1vo 1y tow£ •r m "~loud -cuckoo land . nevertheless ~uch (ruel 

c11t.cucl1~ , .s ,mo , go un1.·orre cted. Out o[ r~spect for my uncl e's memo 1y 

J de. 1mp1ore yo,1 to publish thes e l'Or rec..tions . 

News of lhe Cfubt 
A fine cro p of letters from ~ouncry member s aru"ed to be 

fJ"ru sed and e uioytd by all pres~m at '.he April meeti ng . Slender 

J.ml)l>J ta :i~ lrnJ.:c: m rhe hubby St ene . a nd remarkab ly hear rwarm rng, 

The t hf ·t 11y p r-0~0 ,em of 'dub sub..~' and t ht esc a laung l O ... r of Jhe m.i ,tJng 

L 5 t wa~ t)L:'C US!,:e d ~ 

D_ggrng deep :m:o 1he hr an rob , Tom Pnne r (tn c:h 1rnm rh\. 

".le ' ... gt,t-= c : t,ooic hunlJ.ng 1n C•>rnwaJI) br ought rt') ev t..r yont- '.:, dfla.gh1cd 

gaze an a rir,Jve:"~aq number : NPlQon Lee , old 'iPn,..s 14 . da1·.;:d 30 

~1a H h J'Jl S ~ !>8 yf-at"::, old f (l the day, ,, ,oe meeung ' The r.Jut;> (' J thP 

Fa11q , Vc s-:· by F: S . Brooks. The coll'-<'tf' r ;: 10:e m wa~ N"~ l 0 1 T~ 

S. hoo l!Jcv s' Library publ :s hed by Gera )J G, Swa nn ' Th,, Paa te, c.,,e 
Af1aL · b/ Rt..gJilal d ls1owne; 11ot a ci ne ma rn garu s 1 bol an,>lher d. <.:gu i·c 

for tht> ~~at ESR 
Tht- dub pr ogr am me i..Qnduded w!l h GC"OU La I clrtc>• d,..s1...r.d.ung a 

r,~~e nt "'~~-lt LO Exce l s.i.C\r HouSt: a r ead.mg b) J..,a11 Wct.,~1t-r (Magni..:1 

1391 ·Th~ High Hand' featuring ,hf' one all.l r.nly H,,r aL~ Cnker ) and • 

swit t da :ih Lo l1ghts <•1.Jt with Grey fr iar s Brng<1, Mt.'f'trng ~. l1~uaJly la~, 

Tuec-Jay ni tht. month , 7. 30 p . m ,, Dr . John~nn Hr"-lc:e. Sq·m,i gham. 
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LONDON 

A welcome r eturn to the Kingsbur y res iden ce of Bob and Louise 
Blythe for the Apr il gather ing where, as was ex pected, the writings of 
Edwy Sear les Brookes were on disp lay. On ent e ring there was a disp lay 
of old boys' books a nd papers and later on member s were asked to name 
these 1n a sim ple co mpetition . The winner was David fbddiell and in 
s econd place was Don Webster . up on a vis it from Bideford. Then 
Don conducte d one of his famous quizze s with the res ul t being a win for 
Bob Milne , 

Bob Blythe conducte d his Lotto Game, The Full House was won 
by Ray Hopkins and the Pyramid by Wimfr ed Morss . Prizes were 
donated by Bob Blythe and !lob Acr aman , The first ones were Oxford 
hardback s and the seco nd sing le issues of Magnet Facsi mil es, the 
winners having first choice . 

Norman Wright oblige d with two ext remely funny read ings from 
Nelso n Lee Old Series , number 352 · 54, "The Commg of Archie 
Glenthorne " . Mos t approp nat e for this home of Nelson Lee lore, 

Discuss10 ns took plac e re future functio ns and all too soon it was 
ti me for hear ty votes of thanks to the hosts, Bob and Lou,se , Next 
meeting at 29 Str awber ry Hill Road, Twic kenha m, Middlesex. 
Te lephone 892 5314. Hosts Sam and Mrs . Thur bon. 

CAMBRIDGE 

The Club met at 5 All Sarnts Pass age , on 11 Apr il . Vic Hearn 
was in the c hair. 

Bill Thur bon gave a talk on pre- 1914 "Inva sio n sto r ies" , ra nging 
from Chesney ' s "Batt le of Dorkm g" wr i.lten m 1871 to the sto ri es which 
had appea red in the var ious boys' papers fro m t he late 1890's onward, 
includ ing the "John Tr egellis", "Br ita in Invaded" and "Kai ser and Kmg" 
series , lie pointed out , as Herbert Leckenb y had done in an ear ly 
"Annual" art icl e, that Turner in "Boys will be Boys" firs t edi tion , had 
not appar e ntly reali sed tha t the fir st Trege llis se r ies had not only 
appe are d as seri als in the blue Gem and the Marve l , but origi nally in the 
"Boys' Fri end " in 1906, as well as in the 8. F . L. Lor d Nort bcliffe had 
com missione d Will ian le Queux , a well -known journali s t and novelist, co 
write a war sto ry "Th e Invasion of 1910" in the Daily Mail , and Tregelli s ' s 
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tales we re based on thi s . He also referre d to the war tale s in "The 
Cap ta in '' and "C hum s" , He comme nted that from all these stories both 
for adu lts and boys there had emerged one class ic ta le "T he Riddle of the 
Sands", pub li shed in 1903 and in pr int eve r s ince , 

Jac k Doupe gave a talk on the naval stories of Surge on J. T . jean s, 
Jea ns began his career a s a nava l surgeon in 1894 and died in 1929, as 
an Admi r a l and former Director of Naval Medical Se rvice s , He had 
served in ma ny s hips and st a tions inc luding the At la ntic and China 
sq uadrons, against gun runners in the Persia n Gulf , and wit h the Naval 
Brigade in Sout h Afric a , Jeans had writ ten six excelle nt naval stories 
fn~ boy s t>ased on hi s experiences , deali ng with the China stat ion, the 
At lan t ic Fleet, and gun ru nners in the Persian Gulf . He showed copie s 
of fou r of these . Member s admired the fine bindings of the se, and the 
excelle nt pictorial covers. It was felt how much more satis facto ry it 
was to handle such fine volumes than many of the plain covered moder n 
book s, which depend on their jackets for illus tr ati on. 

Next mee t ing 9 May, a t 99 Shelford Road. 

NORTHERN 

Saturday, 10th Apri l , 1976 

This was our Annual Meeting and began with the elect ion - or 
rather the re-e leaion - of officers, for the 'old team ' we re willing to 
serve again. 

For information co our fellow-hobbyists we rec ord Chairman 
Geoffrey Wilde , Vice- Cha irman - Harry llarlow, Libr a r ian - Mollie 
Allison , Secretar y - Geoffrey Good. 

We dis cussed var ious item s for our programme dunng the coming 
year which include an edited Hubert Gregg programme, a re cording of 
the T V programme ' You' re a Bric k , Angela :', var ied tal ks and qu izzes 
contributed by member s and an epidiascope sess ion by Harry llarlow. 

A fea tu re of ou r eveni ng was the playing of a reco rd ing of one of 
the Grey fr ia r s te levis ion program mes made by Darrell Swift in August 
1%0 . Dar re ll prefaced his re cordmi with a talk about the actors . 
Gera ld Campion. he sai d, played tbe part of Bunter throughout the se r ies 
to the end , \l,'e look forward to hearing more of the programme s in the 
fowre 
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Meetings continue at the Swarthmore Educatio nal Centre , Leeds , 
on the second Saturday of the month,at &. 30 p. m . New members will 
be we lc omed . ·. 

One new me mber put s it that he ~ly wi she s that he had known 
about the Club many years ago . There couldn 't be a bette r adve rt ise 
ment than that, could there? ....................... ...... 

REVIEWS 

THE GREY FRIARS SECRET SOCIETY Fra nk Richa rds 
(Howard Ba.ker: £3. 90) 

This volume contain s the first 8 stories of the I I ·s to ry Prout -
Headma ster series of the autumn of 1934 . Owing to an acc ident, 
Gre yfriar s is rob bed of the prese nce of it s Headma ster and its Head 
Prefe ct , In consequence. Mr. Prout becomes Acting Headm aster, and 
so poor ls hi s judgment of boys that he ap points Loder as his Head 
Prefec t , 

Th is thor oughly entertaini ng se r ies is notab le for a gorgeou s 
c haracter study of Prout , who, blnwn-up with the sense of his own 
importanc e, changes from a pompous old bore to an overbearing tyr ant , 
A nove l fea ture of the series is the way tha t free gifts , then being given 
away to readers of the Magnet each week, were linked up and featured 
i n several of the stories . 

If these gifts were not just slig htly too j uvenile for the Magnet 
reade rship , they cert ainl y were for Greyf riar s boys, and it is an 
inte re st ing que st ion whether having the boys use the gifts in the sto ries 
did not int roduce a mild note of unreality and lower the tone . Readers 
ca n only decide thi s point for themselves, and they will get a kick out of 
doing so. 

It is a se rie s whi ch ha s been well-lov ed by Gre yfriar s fans down 
the years - and de served ly so. 

THE DICTATOR OF GREYFRIARS Frank Richard s 
(Howard Ba.ker: £3. 90) 

This volume co nta ins the fina l thre e stories about Prout - Head -
master, s pilled over from the previous volume, and , oddly enough , the 



Page 32 

actual title, "The Dictator of Greyfriars", was that of one of the tales in 
the othe r bOOk. Excitement and suspen se continue to run high until 
Dr. Locke returns unexpectedly, and Prout's tantrums are brought to an 
end. At the time in 1934 when 1 fir st read it, I had the impres sion that 
the actual ending wa s a s light anticlimax, a bit tame and abrupt after a 
long welter of delightful reading. The c lose of the series ran very close 
to Christma s . On the other hand, plenty of readers regard it as a 
powerful ending, worthy of a superb series. Once again, you will get a 
kick out of deciding for yourself. 

The volume also contains the 4 -story series abOut the Sinister 
Doct or Sin, a holiday quartette of mid-summer 1937. It star s Wun Lung, 
and makes a welcom e change, with plenty of or iental thrills . Though it 
is miles behind the famous China Series in attractiveness (how could it 
be anything else?), and it is mainly set in Europe, lacking most of the 
mysticism of the Far East , it is neverthele ss a good holiday inter lude, 
and packed with thrills. Most reader s will be in their e lement, and wish 
it had been longer. . . . . . . . . . . . ............... . 
~: N. L. L's to t s) up to No. 92. U.J's; S, B. L1s; early Champions. Items for sa le . 

H. W, VERNON, S GILLMAN ST., CHELTfNHAM, VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA 3192: 

••••• • ••• •• ;,. + ....... . ....... " •••• •••• 

WANTED: &.tlkey e 41, 89; Surprise No. 3; Film Fun 57 1, "The Boys' Magazine" with 
~ story "Wuewolf / Bh.ckstone Hall" , Magnet 1400, t403; &y / Exchaoge (state wanU). 

SUTTON, 41 SWALECUFF AVE., MANCHESTER M23 9DN. 

REQUIRfD URGENTLY : Collectors' Dig est Annuals t9SS and prior. Also 1959 and 1961 • 

1964 . Will pay up to f.1, SO. OHen to: 

L. YOUNG 

211 MAY LANE, KINGS HEATH, BJRMINGHAM, Bl4 4 AW. 

SCHOOLBOYS 1 OWN LIBRARtES wanted: 12; 20; 28; 76; 94; 132; 174; 198; 206; 220; 272. 

Mo nster Ubrary. Magnet 556. 

MR. G. LONGMAN, 8 PATHFINDER TERRACE, BRIDCWATER, SOMERSET. 

Edited by Eric Faynr., Excelsior Hom e, 113 Crookham Rd., Ciookb am, Nr. Aldenbot, Hanta. 
Lltho~dnplicated by York Duplica ting Servka, t2a The Shamb l es, Yodc. 


